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Erosion Control Requirements for Single Site Construction 

(including Single Family, Duplex, and Commercial Sites) 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Excerpts from the City of Burlington 

Soil and Erosion and Sedimentation Control Ordinance (Chapter 31.5) 

 Sec.31.5-2. – Purpose 

This chapter is adopted for the purposes of: (1) Regulating certain land-disturbing activity to 

control accelerated erosion and sedimentation in order to prevent the pollution of water and other 

damage to lakes, watercourses, and other public and private property by sedimentation 

 Sec.31.5-3. – Definitions 

Person conducting land-disturbing activity means any person who may be held 

responsible for violation unless expressly provided otherwise by this chapter, the Act, or 

any order adopted pursuant to this chapter or the Act. 

Protection of property. Persons conducting land-disturbing activity shall take all 

reasonable measures to protect all public and private property from damage caused by 

such activity. 

 Sec.31.5-15. – Existing uncovered areas. 

(1) The city reserves the right to require preparation and approval of a plan in any 

instance where extensive control measures are required. 

Penalties  

  

 

Due to an increase in the number of violations for sediment loss on non-permitted construction sites, the 
City would like to remind all contractors that in order to ensure compliance with State and local 
regulations, all construction sites (including residential sites) should at a minimum maintain a 
construction entrance and install silt fence at the back of curb and at the low side of the site.  Details and 
typical placement of devices are included.  Sites with a disturbed area less than 1 acre are not required to 
obtain a permit or plan approval but are required to stay compliant to all parts of the Soil Erosion and 
Sedimentation Control Ordinance along with the NC Sedimentation Pollution Control Act of 1973.  Sites 
disturbing 1 acre or more require an approved plan and permit which shall dictate measures and 
compliance. 

The City can assess a civil penalty of $5,000.00 per day for each violation.  
The City may also require restoration to offsite areas affected by sediment 
leaving the site (as per Sec.31.5-19,21).  Future Building Inspections may 
not be scheduled while the site is in violation of any City Ordinance. 
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