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MEDIA RELEASE


For Immediate Release		Contact:	David Bowman, Senior Engineer 
Date:	April 11, 2017					dbowman@BurlingtonNC.gov
							(o) 336.222.5050


Flood Prone Dwellings may be Eligible for FEMA Grant Application

BURLINGTON, NC— The City of Burlington is preparing an application for a Federal Emergency Management Agency hazard mitigation grant. This grant is provided to some North Carolina communities in response to Hurricane Matthew to help implement flood hazard mitigation and is administered by the North Carolina Division of Emergency Management. Funding for this grant is not guaranteed but if funded, hazard mitigation grant funds would be used for acquisition of flood-prone properties. 

As part of the application, the City will submit a letter of interest listing all qualified properties. The property owners must willingly agree to the sale of their property which would then be deeded to the City of Burlington. All properties on the City’s list must meet the following requirements:

· The primary residential dwelling on the property must be prone to flooding.
· There must be a record of previous flood damage cause by stormwater.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The primary residential dwelling must be located in close proximity to a well-defined drainage way or floodplain.
· The appraised pre-flood value of the property must be less than $200,000.
· The owner must be willingly agreeable to the FEMA acquisition program, meaning that the property will be purchased for the appraised value, the structures will be demolished, and the property owner gives up all claims to the property. 

The City is currently accepting letters of interest from owners of qualifying flood-prone properties. Letters must be submitted by April 25th to the attention of David Bowman in the City of Burlington Engineering Department at P.O. Box 1358, Burlington, NC 27216. 
###

Our Mission: 
“The City of Burlington is dedicated to providing high quality municipal services within our diverse community in a friendly, professional and efficient manner in order to promote the safety, health, and quality of life of residents and employees.”
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