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Burlington Police Department Awarded COPS Grant 

BURLINGTON, NC— On October 3, 2016, the Burlington Police Department received notification of the receipt of grant funding in the amount of $735,059 over a 3 year period to fund 6 Community Oriented Policing positions. The COPS Grant is awarded by the U.S. Department of Justice’s Office of Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS). 

This award, which allows reimbursements as of September 1, 2016, requires a local match of $245,020 over 3 years. 

According to the U.S. Justice Department, “Community policing begins with a commitment to building trust and mutual respect between police and communities. It is critical to public safety, ensuring that all stakeholders work together to address our nation's crime challenges. When police and communities collaborate, they more effectively address underlying issues, change negative behavioral patterns, and allocate resources.”  Since 1994, the US Department of Justice COPS program has distributed over $14 million toward the advancement of community oriented policing. 

With the assistance of this grant, the Burlington Police Department plans to re-create an investigative and enforcement unit called the Community Crime Abatement Team or CCAT. The grant funded new officer positions will allow us to place veteran officers in CCAT which will consist of one Sergeant and five officers. This unit will work closely with our Gang and Violent Crime Unit within the Criminal Investigations Division.  

Of the award Chief Smythe says, “We are excited to have this opportunity.  We have a significant need in Burlington to proactively address quality of life issues that go beyond what the average patrol officer can accomplish.  This unit will allow us to dedicate resources to those areas most at risk for violent crime and use both creative and time tested strategies to improve neighborhoods.” 

Residents can expect to see COPS funded officers working within the community beginning in October of 2017.  We are actively recruiting candidates right now to fill these new positions.  The new officers will start the police academy in January, graduate in May, and be assigned to senior field training officers for a four month period from June through September, 2017.  Interested applicants should contact Police HR Specialist Angela Satterfield at 336-229-3530


###

Our Mission: 
“The Burlington Police Department is committed to improving the quality of life, in partnership with our community, through fair and professional police services.”
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