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November 13, 2015

2015 Burlington Christmas Parade 
Parade: Saturday, November 21st • 10am
Downtown Burlington

The Burlington Recreation & Parks Department is hosting the 69th annual Burlington Christmas Parade. The parade will be held on Saturday, November 21, 2015 in downtown Burlington. 

The Parade route runs from Front Street through the streets of downtown Burlington ending on Main Street near the YMCA.  All parade participants and spectators can find a map at http://www.btowneventsnc.com/christmas-parade.html
The Grand Marshal of the 2015 Burlington Christmas parade is Gregory Grayson of Burlington. Greg Grayson has been an active member of the Burlington Community for several years over two stages of his life.  Greg is an extremely dedicated and impactful public servant for North Carolina. His outstanding efforts have made a long-lasting, positive difference for the people of our state.  
The Parade will have sponsored floats from, Burlington Academy of Dance and Arts, Allen Tate Realtors, LabCorp, Jack O’Kelly Sertoma Club, Burlington City Council, Fuller Dental Practice, Alamance Partnership for Children, Keller Williams Realty, Alamance County Queens & Kings, Chisholm Services Inc., First Baptist Church-Apple Street, Cone Health Alamance Regional Medical Center, Mast & Garrison Insurance, Arts Alive and Burlington Recreation and Parks. 

Special Features include:
Ward family horses and unique this year a mule will be joining the trot at the end of the parade, Rebound Jump Ropes, Andrews’ unicycle club, antique cars, local dance teams, high school and middle school marching bands and much more.  The lead off band for the 69th Burlington Christmas parade is Turrentine Middle School.

Bring a chair, a blanket, a cup of something warm to drink and your perfect spot along the parade route.  Sit back and be entertained by Burlington’s Christmas Parade. 

For more information, please call 336.222-5030 or visit www.BurlingtonNC.gov/recreation.  Don’t miss out on this Burlington tradition! 
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2015 Burlington Recreation & Parks Christmas Parade
Grand Marshal Information
	Greg Grayson has been an active member of the Burlington Community for several years over two stages of his life.  He and his family originally moved to Burlington in 1998 when Greg became the Burlington Fire Chief and moved back again when he became the Fire Chief in Greensboro in 2009. Greg is an extremely dedicated and impactful public servant for North Carolina. His outstanding efforts have made a long-lasting, positive difference for the people of our state.  
Greg has had a tremendously positive impact on improving the fire and rescue services in North Carolina throughout his very distinguished career.   He has beneficially touched many lives and collectively has been directly responsible for more than 1,000 firefighters since he began serving as a department director in 1994. Though Greg has "officially retired" from Greensboro Fire Department, he continues to work with all the fire departments in North Carolina through the State the Office of the State Fire Marshall as Assistant Director.  He continues to impact the fire service in a positive way. 
	Greg is a dedicated member of First Baptist Church of Burlington, serving as a Vice Chair Deacon and Bible School Teacher for the youth.  He has participated in several community based activities through the church, mentoring to others in need and providing needed items to populations that are without. 
Education:  Greg earned an Associate’s degree in Fire Protection from Durham Technical Community College, a Bachelor’s degree from North Carolina State University and a Master’s degree in Public Administration from Western Carolina University.   He is also a graduate of the UNC-School of Government County and Municipal Administration and Public Executive Leadership Academy programs. 
 Credentials:  Greg is recognized for earning scores of technical fire service certifications.   He was the state's first recipient of the North Carolina Advanced Firefighter Certificate.   He has also earned a number of professional credentials, including the Chief Fire Officer (CFO) Designation from the Center for Public Safety Excellence, the MIFireE Designation from the Institution of Fire Engineers, and the Senior Professional in Human Resources (SPHR) credential and Senior Certified Professional (SHRM-SCP) from the Society of Human Resource Management.   Greg successfully completed Cleveland County's first firefighter recruit program and met national firefighter training standards before they were implemented in North Carolina. 
Professional Recognition:   Greg's great work and contributions have been recognized by many professional organizations.  Some of those include:  Firefighter of the Year (1983), Wake County Board of Commissioners (1994 and 1988), City Manager's Distinguished Service Award (2004),  Executive Manager of the Year (2008), Asheville City Council (2009), Friend of the Firefighter Award (2009), Order of the Long Leaf Pine (2015). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Statewide and National Leadership:  Greg has served as the leader of the North Carolina Coalition of Metropolitan Fire Chiefs (NC cities with populations of 50,000 or greater) since the group's inception in 2001.  He currently represents the state fire service as a Governor appointed Commissioner on the North Carolina State Emergency Response Commission (SERC).  
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